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 Its geography was fantastic: its western and 
eastern halves were separated by more 
than a thousand miles of hostile India, and 
by sharp differences in ethnicity and 
culture, for the east was Bengali while the 
west was Punjabi, Pakhtoon, Baloch and 
Sindhi. Its professed ideology, Islam, was 
unprecedented as a glue for nationalism, 
since no nation state had yet been created 
on the basis of Islam. The great theologian-
politician, Maulana Abul Kalam Azad (1888-
1958), president of the Indian National 
Congress between 1940 and 1946, 
repeatedly pointed this out to fellow 
Muslims, but to shrinking audiences. In a 
remarkably prescient interview, given to 
Shorish Kashmiri for the Lahore-based Urdu 
magazine Chattan, published in April 1946, 
Azad argued that the division of territory on 
the basis of religion 'finds no sanction in Islam 
or the Quran . . . “Who among the scholars 
of Islam has divided the dominion of God on 
this basis? . . . Do they realize that if Islam had 
approved this principle then it would not 
have permitted its followers to go to non-
Muslim lands and many ancestors of the 
supporters of Pakistan would not have even 
entered the fold of Islam?' Islam was a value 
system for the transformation of the human 
soul, not an instrument of political power.” 
(Pg.1)

Azad saw no contradiction between a pan-
I s lamic  a l l iance aga ins t  Wes te rn  
colonization and Hindu-Muslim unity against 
British rule in India. They were two pillars of 
the same architecture and reinforced each 
other. Azad believed that it was the duty of 
Muslims to declare a jihad against any 
power that had occupied even a small part 
of Dar al-Islam. Islamic solidarity could be 
extended to Hindus through a 'federation of 
faiths', an alliance of all eastern people 
against the West. He used the Prophet 
Muhammad's pact with Jews in Median as a 
precedent for Hindu-Muslim unity, arguing 
that this was reinforced by the Qur’anic 
injunction to befriend those who believed in 
peace. (pg. 126)
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